
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel Gives Us Christ’s Identity 
 

Galatians 3:26-4:7 (NIV)  
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he 
is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 
3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 

Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, 

but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.  

 When you have the chance to make a first impression, what do you lead with? Although it’s a description of you, I’m assuming you 
don’t pull out your driver’s license and begin reciting facts about your age, weight, eye color, organ donor status, etc. You probably 
lead with your name, which actually may say more about your parents than about you. What’s next might be your profession, your 
family – married, single, how many kids you have, what church you go to, your hometown, your pastimes or hobbies, your degrees, 
your political party, your diet – paleo, keto, vegan, weight watchers? How are you defined?  

Jumping back into Paul’s letter to the Galatian Christians, remember that identity was huge. People were defining their faith, their 
religion, their gospel, their good news from God by cutting off a piece of flesh in the practice of circumcision. This identity was 
furthered in following all the Old Testament laws, the diet, all the rest. They taught a “gospel” that said you are saved when you 
identify as a Jew physically.  

As we think down that list of our self-chosen personal identifiers – job, family, hometown, church, political party, pastimes, diet, 
etc., they can all change, be lost. If you identify by your job, your profession, what happens if you lose your job, get fired, retire, or 
can’t physically or mentally do it anymore? If you identify by your family, that you say you kids are your whole world, what happens 
when the kids move out, when you can’t have kids, when a loved one dies, when your family is divided by divorce? If you identify by 
your hometown or the state you grew up in, what happens when you move away, when you can’t go back, when you live in one 
place longer than you ever did in the hometown you grew up in and now your kids have a different hometown than you? What 
happens if you identify with a political party but their ideals veer so far to one side and their candidates stand for values that you 
can’t get behind, that you can’t agree with? What happens if you identify with your hobbies but then you can’t do them anymore? 
What happens if you identify by your diet but then you have to change your diet based on food availability, allergies, or new 
research? If you identify by the church you go to, what happens when you move away or can’t physically attend anymore, when – 
God forbid – that church has to shut down?  

When we make any one of these things our identity, we are setting ourselves up to have an identity crisis on the day when one of 
these components goes away. What do I do then? How do I identify? Do I even have an identity? What is my purpose? Who am I?  

This strikes us particularly hard when we identify as a Christian. What happens when I say that I follow Christ, but I sin day in and day 
out, when I know the things that I should not do, but I still do them? I’m a Christian, but I’m an alcoholic. I don’t know how to stop 
myself, when to say when and call it a night. Can I still be called a Christian? I’m depressed. I’m anxious. I worry. I am just like the 
rest of the world. Shouldn’t I be different? Shouldn’t I feel secure? Happy? Content? Free of trouble? What’s wrong with me? I’m a 
Christian, and I pray. I pray for healing. I pray for prosperity. But it doesn’t happen. Am I even a Christian?  

The Galatians had to ask themselves the same things. I’m not circumcised; am I a Christian? Am I saved? I eat pork and bacon and all 
the other delicious parts of the pig. Am I forgiven? I was not born a Jew. Their blood does not run through my veins. Am I God’s 
child? It was an identity crisis – an identity crisis on which their eternal being depended.  

The Gospel is not an identity based on what we do. Instead, the Gospel tells us that God acted for us. “But when the set time had 
fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption 
to sonship.” (verses 4-5) The plan was carried out at just the right time. God sent his Son. The Father sent Jesus. Jesus took on 
human flesh, conceived by the Holy Spirit in the virgin Mary. God became incarnate – true God and also true flesh and blood as a 
man. The one who made the law now lived under the law, subject to the law. Yet, because his identity was and is true God as well as 



true man, he had no identity crisis. He was perfect in every way with nothing lacking. There was never a day when he didn’t live 
perfectly according to God’s law.  

Why did he do this? To redeem us. He lived under the law to buy us back from the slavery of identifying ourselves by what we do. He 
did this to change our identity, to give us a permanent identity that could not be compromised. He bought us back from the law so 
that we would receive adoption to sonship. By what Christ did for us, we are adopted as sons into his family.  

Why sons? Are all the women here today excluded from this identity? In Paul’s day and culture, the son was the heir of the estate, 
unless there were extenuating circumstances. When God says that he did this so that all of us would receive adoption to sonship this 
means that all of us get the same glorious inheritance. There are no second-class Christians. We all get the same identity.  

And what is that identity? “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.” (verses 26-27) Through your baptism, you are clothed with Christ. This means that every law 
that Jesus obeyed, every command he kept, every upright, good deed that he did, it all covers over us. This makes us as perfect as 
Christ and not one ounce less. And this is true for all of us who are baptized.  

When we start looking at what each of us do, we are quick (whether inadvertently or purposefully) to classify people as ones who 
are better or worse, ones who do more good things than another. By what Christ has done, by the what he has conveyed to us in our 
baptisms, we are covered in Christ. This is the great equalizer. All of us are the same before God, and that status is nothing less than 
Christ’s perfection. No other Gospel gives us Christ’s identity.  

If we try to make our own identity, a name for ourselves, it will be flawed. It will be imperfect. It will have something that eventually 
fails. But not so with Christ’s identity. Christ’s identity does not change with time because he does not change with time. He was 
perfect coming into this world. He was perfect when he died on the cross. He was perfect when he rose from the dead. He was 
perfect when he ascended into heaven. He is perfect right now. That identity, his identity, is our identity. It is an unchanging identity 
that will always stand the test of time because he is God. Christ will never grow old. He will never cease being perfect. He will not 
change his ideas about what must be done to be saved. He already accomplished them all.  

Before God you are not identified by what you do, by things that can change, by things that eventually end. Before God, for your 
salvation, you are not known by your job, your family, your hometown, your church, your political body, your diet, or even your 
gender or bloodline. When you are clothed with Christ, “there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” (verses 28-29) Through what he has done for you, all God sees in someone clothed in Christ’s perfection, an heir of eternal 
life in heaven.  

So when things fall apart in this life, when the things I use to define who I am go away, remember who are you because of what God 
has done for you. Remember who you are because Christ was sent by God born of a woman born under the law to redeem those 
under the law. You have been baptized into Christ. You are clothed with Christ. You are perfect. This is your identity. This is who you 
are. You are a son of God, the same as all other Christians because you are washed clean by the blood of the Lamb.  

This is the Gospel. Own it. Love it. Live it. Identify as God’s son, as someone clothed with Christ, a full heir of heaven. When anyone 
or anything comes along to make you doubt your identity, remember that you are God’s own child. You are baptized into Christ. This 
is who you are. No other gospel gives us Christ’s identity. Amen.  
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